
Summer Reading 
2018-2019 

 

English Language and Composition-AP (Mrs. Bordelon)     bordelon.peggy@stcharlescatholic.org    
 

I.   Rhetorical Terms Flashcards (80 pts.)  (Due August 20th)   
       Make flashcards for the following words.  The word should be on one side and the definition and an example on the other side.   
       Use the large note cards and leave room to add examples to your cards as the year progresses.  
 

Alliteration Apostrophe Cumulative sentence  Inverted sentence Parallelism   Syllogism  
Allusion  Archaic diction Denotation   Inverted sentence  Parody    Syntax 
Analogy  Asyndeton Ethos        Irony Oxymoron      Periodic sentence  Synecdoche  
Anaphora Bias  Fallacy    Juxtaposition    Personification   Understatement  
Antecedent Chiasmus Figurative language Logos   Polysyndeton   Zeugma 
Antimetabole Colloquial Hortative sentence Metonymy  Rhetorical question        
Antithesis Connotation Hyperbole  Paradox   Satire 
 

II.  Current Events Response Project  (30 pts. each)  (Due August 20th)  This assignment must be typed according to MLA 
format. 
 

        The Assignment: As a means of keeping abreast of public discourse issues, you are required to read 4 current articles by 
syndicated columnists (see list below) about different topics (education, economy, science/technology, war/conflict, medicine/health, 
politics, gender, sports, entertainment, arts, etc.) from a newspaper, magazine, or online. The assignment has two parts: 

 

      1.  Read the article a number of times to make sure you completely understand the author’s rhetorical situation.  When turned in,       
           each article must be annotated (highlighted and notes) for the following: 
         a.  Speaker's tone and possible tone shifts 
         b.  Rhetorical strategies 
         c.  Organization and arrangement 
         d.  Aristotelian appeals (ethos, pathos, logos) 
  

        Mark places in the text that evoke a reaction from you, be it laughter, anger, or confusion.  Some questions to ask as you read: 
          How does s/he open the column? 
          How does s/he close the column? 
          How soon does s/he announce the thesis? 
          How does s/he organize? What are the parts or sections of the column? 
          How much is based on observation? Personal experience? Interviews? Fact? 
          What sort of diction characterizes the columnist? 
          What sort of syntax characterizes the columnist? 
          What audience does s/he assume? How do you know? 
          What unstated assumptions (warrants – enthymemes) does the columnist make? 

         What are the potential ramifications of the issues addressed in the column?  
 

2.  After annotating, type a 1-page précis/response, objectively summarize the article accurately in your own words by  
     composing 4 sentences, following the specific directions given below.  You will follow MLA format and double space  
     between numbers. 
  

          Directions:  When writing your one-page rhetorical précis,  
 

*The first sentence identifies the article’s author and the title, provides in parentheses the article’s date and  
  publication information, uses some form of the verb “says” (claims, asserts, suggests, argues, etc.) followed by a  
 “that” clause (which usually contains the major assertion (thesis) of the work.  (8 pts.) 

*The second sentence describes the author’s support for the thesis, usually in chronological order and with specific  
  examples (be sure to give the line numbers in the cite following the quotation marks).   (6 pts.)    

 

 

  You should have at least 3 different items of support: tone, rhetorical strategies, organization and arrangement,  
  Aristotelian appeals (ethos, pathos, logos).   

Example:  (The author’s name) supports his position by providing … 
*The third sentence, which begins with an infinitive phrase and uses an “in order to” statement, analyzes the  
   author’s purpose.  (4 pts.) 
*The fourth sentence describes the essay’s intended audience and/or the relationship the author establishes with  
  the audience.  (2 pts.) 
 

 *You must give an accurate bibliography entry for the source used for the précis. (5 pts.) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________ 

Sample:  
1. Sheridan Baker, in his essay “Attitudes” (1966), asserts that writers’ attitudes toward their subjects, their audiences, and 

themselves determine to a large extent the quality of their prose.  



 
2. Baker supports this assertion by showing examples of how inappropriate attitudes can make writing unclear, pompous, or 

boring, concluding that a good writer “will be respectful toward his audience, considerate toward his readers, and somehow 
amiable toward human failings” (58).  

 
3. To make his readers aware of the dangers of negative attitudes in order to help them become better writers, Baker achieves 

his purpose.  
 

4. He establishes an informal relationship with his audience of college students who are interested in learning to write “with 
conviction” (55).  

 
Bibliography entry goes here. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________ 

 
Notice that Woodworth’s example follows her pattern exactly. The first sentence identifies the author (Baker), the genre (essay), the 
title and date, and uses an active verb (asserts) and the relative pronoun that to explain what exactly Baker asserts. The second 
sentence explains the first sentence by offering chronological examples from Baker’s essay, while the third sentence suggests the 
author’s purpose and WHY (in order to) he has set out that purpose (or seems to have set out that purpose—not all essays are explicit 
about this information and readers have to put the pieces together). The final sentence identifies the primary audience of the essay 
(college students) and suggests how this audience is brought into/connected to the essay’s purpose.  
 
 

SYNDICATED COLUMNIST ASSIGNMENT  
 

List of Syndicated Columnists 
NAME    PUBLICATION  DAYS PUBLISHED 
Charles Blow     New York Times   Saturday  
David Brooks    New York Times   Tuesday & Friday  
Steve Chapman  Chicago Tribune 
Gail Collins    New York Times   Thursday & Saturday  
Jarvis dewberry  Times-Picayune 
Maureen Dowd   New York Times   Wednesday & Sunday  
Christopher Elliot  Washington Post 
Peter Finney, Jr.  The Clarion Herald 
Thomas Friedman   New York Times   Wednesday & Sunday  
James Gill   Times-Picayune 
Bob Herbert    New York Times   Tuesday & Saturday  
Arianna Huffington   The Huffington Post  
S. Amjad Hussain   Toledo Blade   
Garrison Keillor   Baltimore Sun    Wednesday   
Verlyn Kinkenborg   New York Times   not scheduled  
Nicholas Kristof   New York Times   Sunday & Thursday  
Paul Krugman   New York Times   Monday & Friday  
Michelle Malkin   San Diego Source   Wednesday  
Robert Mann   Times-Picayune 
Kristen McQuery  Chicago Tribune 
Tim Morris   Times-Picayune 
Peggy Noonan    Wall Street Journal   weekend editions  
Charles Krauthammer  Washington Post   Friday  
Clarence Page   Chicago Tribune 
Kathleen Parker   Washington Post   Thursday & Sunday  
Leonard Pitts, Jr.   Miami Herald    Sunday  
Frank Rich    New York Times   Sunday  
Anna Quindlen   Newsweek    weekly  
Brent Staples    New York Times   not scheduled  
George Will    Newsweek  
 



Also consider choosing a columnist from the Comprehensive list at this site, Arts and Letters Daily, a service of The 
Chronicle of Higher Education: http://www.aldaily.com/#columnists .  Please let me know if you are doing someone not 
on this list. 
 

To recap, for this portion of the summer assignment, students will:  
(1) Read and annotate  4 columns on 4 different topics from the columnists above or from someone I have approved of; 
(2) Compose a 4 sentence rhetorical précis for each column using the above provided instructions, resulting in 4 total 
rhetorical précis.  Include a bibliography entry for each one used.  Make sure you staple the annotated article to each 
précis.   
 
To receive Bonus Points on Assignment II, place the précis in a 2 pocket folder with your name printed on the cover and 
turn it in on Book Day. (+2 for each précis turned in early) 
 
 


